COUGAR AREA TRAIL SEEKERS
142 Vista Drive
Woodland, WA 98674
(360) 607-4337

Hi OHV people,

As winter wears on and your OHV activities are at a low, the CATS Club has been actively preparing for
2025 OHV season for us all to enjoy. | want to provide you with an update on the actions and ideas
developing at the CATS.

New Executive Board

In December and January, we modified our Constitution and elected a new Executive Board. The purpose of
these changes was to add and redefine Executive Board positions and their new responsibilities in hopes of
moving our agenda forward move effectively.

New on Facebook
We have updated our Facebook presence, posting the latest developments for the club and offering a link to
our new website. You can find us and a link to our website on Facebook at Cougar Area Trail Seekers.

New Website

The EB is currently developing a new website for the club, and it can be found

at cougarareatrailseekers.org. It is still in its infancy, but it currently provides a complete list of contacts for
our new EB and their new responsibilities to the club. It will eventually provide a Calendar of Events, where
you will be able to follow the club’s organized activities, and meetings and updates on new legislative and
regulatory efforts. Check it out.

Meetings

With the new website, we are planning to open our general meetings to anyone interested in participating
digitally. We have utilized ZOOM in the past and are exploring TEAMS as an alternative application. Our
hopes are that this will allow those of you who are geographically challenged, to participate in our meetings.
Whichever application we decide to use, we will keep you updated on our decision.

Rides

The club has already planned two rides for 2025. We plan to return to Sumpter, OR in early June and the
dunes in Florence, OR in mid-July. You will find these dates and planning information on the website. Mark
your calendar to join us. We will be updating the website with new information about these trips as the date
gets closer. We are also planning to renew our permit with the USFS to ride in the GPNF again this spring. |
have been negotiating with USFS officials, but the recent release nationally of government workers has
negatively affected the USFS’s abilities. They have committed to renewing the permit and | hope that they
can get their staffing issues resolved soon so we can see some progress. We will keep you informed as this
develops. We are also exploring some single day rides to areas like Jones Creek, Bradley Hills, Nicolai
Mountain, and Hood River OHV area. As plans develop, we will post them to the website calendar. Stay
tuned.

Regulation Changes

As part of my redefined EB responsibilities, | have been continuing to negotiate with the USFS and DNR to
create opportunities for us to ride our OHV’s. In October, | wrote a letter to the USFS of Director of Travel
Management, asking for federal regulations to be modified to reclassify a “WATV” as a “Highway Legal
Vehicle”. Doing so would allow a WATYV to legally drive on all USFS roads in Washington State that have a
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speed limit of 35 MPH, or less. We are still actively pursuing this proposal, and it has been picked up by the
Blue-Ribbon Coalition who was scheduled to discuss the matter with the Secretary of Interior last week. |
have not heard anything more currently. More to follow.

Membership

As I've mentioned before, all these efforts are only effective when we can show politicians and agency
leaders that we represent adequate numbers of the public that want these changes. It is not about the
money, but more about having your name on a membership list that supports these causes. With this new
year and our aggressive intentions, it brings new importance to our membership requirements. The annual
fee for a family is still only $20. | hope that you will renew your membership and ask your OHV friends to join
as well. Our Sargent at Arms, Dan Weisser, oversees membership. You can reach him

at SgtAtArms@cougarareatrailseekers.org. He can help you, and your friends, take an active role in
improving our OHV opportunities by becoming an active member with our club.

Finally, as our new EB gains traction on our new agenda, going forward we hope to keep you update with
information and activities on our website. However, please feel free to reach out to me, or any of our EB with
any questions you may have. We would be happy to assist in any way we can.

See you on the trails.

Mike Richart, President

Cougar Area Trail Seekers

(360) 607-4337
president@cougarareatrailseekers.org
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